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he firefighting thes
of Hook & Ladder
beer isnt just a gimmick: Irs
part of the company’s DN

Rich Fleischer. a longtime

volunteer firefighter, start
the company in San Francis
in 1999; his younger brothes
Matt joined him the next
year. Their beer carned a
Bay Area cult reputation,
but the moncey ran out in
2002. Still, the brothers

weren't content to let their

ambition lie in ashes—the
heer was just too good. T'he
moved back to their native
Maryland, and Matt earned
his MBA at the University
of Maryland in 2005. Their
company sel up shop in an g
firchouse in Silver Springs
and relaunched with a grea
scheme: While it wet your
whistle. Hook & Ladder
would also deliver a dose
of the warm-and-fuzzies.
Tt now donates a portion of
all its revenues to injured
firefighters and burn centél
The company recently
went through an incendiary
period in which it took its
business o a new brewery,
held its annual shareholders
meeting. and hired its first
COO. MBA Jungle took the
opportunity to tag behind
Matt like the firehouse
dog and find out what was

brewing.






